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Hebbewb iii. 1. 
" Wherefore, holy hrethren, partakers of the heavenly calling, 
consider the Apostle and High Priest of our profession, 
Christ Jesus." 



Thebe is nothing more deeply engaging in the whole 
subject of our redemption than the sympathy of 
Jesus; and probably there is no one subject less 
understood. We flee, in our trouble, to almost any 
other source of comfort, because we do not know how 
truly He, above all, is able and willing to assist us. 

If the Bible be carefully studied in all those i^xti& 



that allude to Christ as our Eedeemer, we shall find, 
both m the Old and New Testament, something of an 
engaging character. And, even in the display of the 
Saviour's great glory, filling the mind with reveren- 
tial awe, some feature may be seen in that display 
reminding us of the gentle sympathy of His nature, 
and the accessible loveliness of His glory. And we 
may go further and say that, in the prophetic de- 
claration of the judgment-day, there is this grand 
feature to sweeten its solemnity, and that is — " His 
judgment of the "World will be in truth and equity." 
In fact, the character of Christ is like the Sun, which 
rises in soft beauty, and as it proceeds, excels in 
brightness. We cannot pierce into the depths of that 
brightness, and yet all around partakes of its power, 
and is benefitted by its influence. So, I say, is Christ. 
The too dazzling glory of His half -unveiled nature is 
softly broken by the veil of His humanity ; and the 
rays of His power, that reach us thus, gladden as 
well as comfort. His power is adapted to our wants. 
His rising is with healing in His wings, and the mid- 
day beauty, if it exceeds our knowledge, sets before 



us a fact, all-important for us to know, — viz,, that 
while He is gentle in the exercise. He is unlimited in 
the extent of His Omnipotence. 

It is my intention, my Christian friends, on the 
present occasion, to shew this from the Holy Scrip- 
tures : In the meekness of Christ we perceive His 
glory, in the glory of Christ we can see His meek- 
ness — and all this in the exercise of a sympathy that 
cannot be mistaken, towards fallen man. 

To pursue the subject in a profitable manner, it 
will be necessary to consider the completeness and 
perfection of those two natures which are blended in 
the one man, Christ Jesus. 

Now, it is worthy of our notice in the first place, 
that we are called to "consider the Apostle and High 
Priest of our profession " on this very account. " For 
we see Jesus (chap. ii. 9) who was made a little 
lower than the angels for the suffering of death, 
crowned with that glory and honour which He had 
before the world was ; because it be«axsi& ^^sssa*. ^s». 
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whom are all things, and by whom are all things, in 
bringing many sons unto glory, to make the Captain 
of their Salvation perfect through sufferings." 

Our first point then, is this — Jesus was made a 
little lower than the Angels, i.e., man. 

Let us trace this from the beginning. The first 
prophecy of Salvation from the curse of Death was 
this — that the Deliverer of Mankind should be man — 
the seed of the woman — a descendant of the fallen 
Adam and Eve. 

When the meek and aged Moses, in his meekness 
an apt emblem of the meekness of Christ, spake of 
this Deliverer, he did so in the same manner. " A 
prophet shall the Lord your God raise up unto thee, 
from the midst of thy brethren, like unto me." And, 
while he thus maintains the likeness of the Deliverer 
to himself, he assigns, as his reason, the forbearance 
and sympathy of God. The terrors of Sinai had 
alarmed the people ; nay, so great were those terrors 
that even Moses feared exceedingly and quaked: and 
when they besought the Lord that they might not 
Jbear the voice nor see the fire any more lest they die, 
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the Lord said unto Moses, " They have well spoken." 
They shall not see the fire nor hear the voice ; but, 
" I will raise them up a Prophet from among their 
brethren like unto theeJ^ (Deut. xviii.) 

Precisely in the same manner, we are told by the 
Apostle, in the second chapter of his epistle, why the 
rescue of man from death, — an office of such vast 
importance, and of such gigantic purpose, — should 
have been assigned to the Child of Adam ; " Foras- 
much as the children are partakers of flesh and blood, 
He also Himself likewise took part of the same^ that 
through death He might destroy him that had the 
power of death, that is, the Devil." And the doctrine 
is enforced further by contrast with those heavenly 
attendants round the throne who, as they are not 
flesh, are not like us : " for verily Jesus took not on 
Him the nature of angels, but He took on TTim the 
seed of Abraham ; for in all things it behoved Him to 
be MADE LIKE UNTO His BRETHREN, that He might 
be a merciful High Priest in things pertaining to 
God, to make reconciliation for the sins of the people.** 

If we examine this passage we shall find that the 
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reasons here given for the humanity of Christ are 
two-fold — the one, that He might by His own death 
destroy him that had the power of death— the other, 
that He might be a merciful High Priest to make 
reconciliation for the sins of the people. 

There was, then, a most merciful design in all this 
humble incarnation; and there was an inevitable 
" needs be," a necessity for all this suffering. 

The humility of Jesus was designed that man might 
not be afraid of his Maker's voice — ^that man might 
speak face to face with the Living God, and live. 
The terror and the fire were withdrawn, and the 
same majesty enshrined in that tender plant, that 
Holy Child, the Son of Mary. (See Heb. xii. 18—24.) 

And there was the necessity for the humility — it 
was the necessity of the identity of the Deliverer's 
nature with the nature of those delivered : forasmuch 
as the children are partakers of flesh and blood, He 
also Himself likewise took part of the same. 

There could be no expression more clear and more 
satisfactory to an enquiring mind than this. It may 
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be paraphrased in this manner. The party to be 
redeemed was man — and so Jesus the Redeemer be- 
came man ; the penalty incurred was death, and so 
Jesus was made in the form of a man, and became 
obedient unto death. The sinning party were not, 
in this instance, angels ; and therefore Jesus took not 
on Him the nature of angels. Nay, as an angel. He 
could itot have done it. All the beauty, grace, and 
innocence of an angel could not have effected one 
^step towards our pardon — ^because it would have just 
lacked the very virtue and condition which make the 
character of Jesus one of substitution " the just for 
the unjust," and one of fellow-feeling and sympathy 
— " a merciful High Priest." 

Bi/ man came deathy hy man came also deliverance 
from it. 

But this is not all. It is but one part of the ques- 
tion. The suffering of death, we have seen, was 
essential in the Captain of our Salvation, and we 
must trace his kindred to the seed of the woman : but, 
my Christian Brethren I the mere seed of the woman, 
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the manhood^ only^ of the Deliverer, could not have 
accomplished the deliverance. We rejoice in Jesus 
as the son of Mary, as the descendant of David, as 
the child of Adam; but, oh, we must trace His history- 
further back until we find Him " King of kings " — 
co-eval with the Father — ^very God of very God. 

*< The first man is of the earth, earthy ; the second 
man is the hoTLDfrom heaven" 

Let u& go to the inspired Volume to satisfy our- 
selves on this point also. 

Now, the Scriptures have been especially careful 
to reveal this most clearly; we might say, most 
emphatically. And, perhaps, we may learn from this 
fact to thank God for the early outburst of heresy in 
a bold and daring manner. The origin of the first 
chapter of St. John is another instance of His making 
the wrath of man to praise Him. Even then there 
were many Antichrists in the world. Error started 
coincident with truth, and the mouth of an inspired 
Apostle refuted it. The Divinity and the Manhood 
of Christ formed salient points for the enemy to attack 
— ^but the Spirit of the Lord lifted up, as a barrier 
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against them, the mouth of the beloved Apostle. 
The Devil had been foiled in his personal attempts 
against the Saviour — and, to defeat the object of the 
Saviour's work, he makes man the opponent of man- 
But greater is He that is for us than he that is against 
us. And the holy and beloved disciple, writing by the 
Spirit of God, penned that introduction to his Gospel 
and declared, that " In the beginning was the Word, 
that the Word was with God," and further, " that the 
Word was God." And that we may make no mistake 
in the application of these words to Christ, he adds in 
the verse below, "the Word was made flesh and 
dwelt among us," — that is, the Word became Man 
(the Son of Mary) and dwelt among men. 

In these important verses we learn most strik- 
ingly the Divine attributes of the Saviour. He was 
in the beginning, here is Eternity; He was with 
God, here is companionship; He was God, here is 
His Deity, 

And, do we not remember the confirmation of *this 
in the language of St. Matthew heralding His birth : 
" Behold, a virgin shall conceive and bear a Son, and 
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they shall call His name ^Emmanuel,*** which, in 
plain English, is " God with tis" 

This is but the fulfilment of the prophecy of Isaiah : 
" Unto us a child is bom, unto us a Son is given, and 
His name shall be called Wonderful, Councillor, the 
Mighty God, the Everlasting Father, the Prince of 
Peace." Truly, " the Second Man is that Lord from 
heaven." 

Or, we may take the words of the first chapter 
of Hebrews, and identify " the Son " who purged 
our sins, as the Son of whom the Psalmist spoke 
beforehand, in these plain words, " Thy throne, 
God, is for ever and ever. Thou, Lord, in the 
beginning hast laid the foundations of the earth, md 
the heavens are the works of Thy hands." 

We cannot have truths more distinctly stated than 
these are ; — and we confess them in the language of 
our Creed: "For the right faith is this, that we 
believe and confess that our Lord Jesus Christ, the 
Son of God, is God and Man : God, of the substance 
of the Father, begotten before the worlds ; and Mariy 
of the substance of His mother, bom in the world. 
J^er/ecf God, and perfect Man^ 
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Now this we assert, without hesitation, is the view 
St. Paul had set before the Hebrews in his two first 
chapters — and, on the strength of which, he uttered the 
exhortation of our text: "Wherefore, holy brethren, 
partakers of the heavenly calling, consider this High 
Priest of our profession — Christ Jesus" — the anointed 
Saviour, "who, after He had purged our sins, sat 
down on the right hand of the Majesty on high." 

Let us, then, come back to our point : Christ, the 
Saviour, is the Son of Mary and the Son of God ; and, 
in this blended character. He is a merciful High Priest 
for us. There is a mystery in this we admit — ^but 
the depth of the mystery does not alter the fact. The 
evidence is irresistible; for what we have asserted 
as true in doctrine, we shall see clearly illustrated 
in the life. 

The history of Jesus on earth is familiar to us all. 
Let me then bid you trace his life as a proof of His 
humanity. Let me take your thoughts to the stable 
in Bethlehem — and bid you watch the happy mother 
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leaning over her infant's manger-cradle, and at the 
first cry snatching Him to her bosom. Let me bid 
you follow them, all alike apparently, helpless in 
their flight to Egypt, and back to the Holy Land, — 
the timid mother trembling for the safety of her only 
hdbe. Try to enter into the anxiety of the parent for 
the hoy she had lost, unwittingly, in the crowd. Sit 
by Him on the well of Samaria and watch His parched 
tongue; or stay by the side of that solemn tomb, 
when the tear of human sympathy fell, and " Jesus 
wept*' — when the deep feelings of compassion broke 
forth in groanings of the Spirit. Or, what is more, 
look on upon that scene in Gethsemane ! what weep- 
ing, wrestling groans are in that prayer, for the cup 
of death (" if it be possible") to be withdrawn — when, 
in the days of His flesh, He offered up prayers and 
supplications with strong crying and tears unto Him 
that was able to save Him from death. Look on the 
agony of Calvary ; the bowed head — ^the ahnost re- 
proving ejaculation, "My God, my God, why hast 
Thou forsaken Me ? " — ^the yielding of the Spirit — ^the 
livid corpse stained with those marks of death, of 
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blood and water — Oh, say, is not frail mortality 
there t — " As a man He died" 

Yes ! my brethren, every thing that betokens the 
likeness of man was seen in Christ throughout His 
weary wanderings on earth. Every thing, nay, so 
much so, that in the last sign of His humanity the 
loving disciples had ceased to think that it was He 
who was to redeem Israel. As they saw Him com- 
mitted to the tomb, they forgot the Deity in the 
burial of the man. 

But let us pass to the practical proof of His Deity, 
also bearing in mind this fact, that while, by His 
Name and through faith in His Name, the Apostles 
performed many signs and wonders, the miracles of 
the Lord Jesus were by His own power. He was 
the Resurrection. He was the Life. 

And, for this purpose, shall the healing of the 
blind, the halt, the maimed, be called to testify to 
His Deity? Shall we go to the grave of Lazarus, 
where but now we saw the tear tell that the man 
was there, and from the same weeping Jesus hear the 
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command to the buried dead to awake, to prove to 
ourselves His Power! There, doubtless, to the 
wondering multitude of fellow-weepers — to Mary, 
to Martha, and to Lazarus — was the actual proof 
that He was the Resurrection and the Life — that 
Jesus was Emmanuel, " God with us." 

But it is not the only evidence. No! we see it 
in His bearing the contradiction of sinners — we see 
it in His very meekness — we see it by the bier of 
Nain's widow's son— we see it in the daughter of the 
Ruler of the Synagogue, though every step He took 
towards it, rung, as it were, with the scorn of the 
unbeliever. But, above all, we see it at His own 
tomb, where He declares Himself to be the Son of 
God with power by the Resurrection from the dead. 
It is declared again to the disciples in His Ascension ; 
and the blaspheming Saul is made to hear from the 
gates of heaven, that the persecuted Jesus is the 
Lord. And, once more, we are assured of it in that 
awful tinie when, at the name of Jesus, every knee 
shall bow, of things in heaven and things in earth- 
when "every tongue, (of believer and of unbeliever,) 
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shall confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory 
of God the Father.'* 

Such evidence as this is irresistible. It is the 
practical testimony that makes the heart of the poor 
man rejoice. He reads, and he feels the truth. He 
believes, and faith is made to him "the substance of 
things hoped for, the evidence of things imseen." 
" Whom having not seen he loves, in whom though 
now he sees Him not, yet believing, he rejoices with 
joy unspeakable and full of glory." 

Thus, every line, from the description of the pro- 
phecies to the return to the kingdom of heaven, bears 
with it its peculiar power and consolation. And 
heavily, indeed, will that heart reprove him in the 
day of Judgment, who has read the sweet story of 
Jesus, and has not believed that He was made once 
a little lower than the angels, to make by His death 
reconciliation for our sins ; and that He is now, on 
that account, crowned with Redemption-glory, as 
well as with the glory He had before the world 
was. 
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Having thus reviewed these two distinct, yet 
blended, characters of the Lord Jesus, we may apply 
to ourselves the most precious truth, vra:., the present 
sympathy of Christ for and with man — ffis sympathy 
now, as the risen and ascended High Priest of our 
profession in heaven. 

My Christian brethren, let me impress upon you 
again that this is the very object of the Apostle's 
exhortation. " Consider," says he, " the High Priest 
of our profession " in all the realities of His Redemp- 
tion, for we have not a High Priest who cannot — 
but we have a High Priest who can — he touched with 
the feelings of our infirmities — ^He can sympathize with 
fallen men now. 

When that tear fell at the grave of Lazarus there 
was an astonished cry — " Behold how He loved him." 
There was no mistaking His interest and sympathy 
with the afflicted sisters of Bethany. It was palpable 
to every one around. 

My brethren ! it is our privilege to know, that the 
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same ascended Jesus is as tenderly interested in the 
welfare of His people now, as He was then, in the 
sorrow or happiness of this family. 

The Scriptures tell us this most plainly. They tell 
us that it cannot be otherwise, "for both He that 
sanctifieth and the^ that are sanctified are one ; and, 
for this cause, Jesus is not ashamed to call us 
brethren." Yea, they also say, "Christ is entered 
into heaven itself, now to appear in the presence ot 
God /or us." 

Let us ta*ke that passage with which we are all 
familiar : the by- word of the minister in his visita- 
tions, the balm of Gilead to the penitent— " Come 
unto Me all ye that labour, and are heavy laden, and 
I will give you rest." Surely there is tender com- 
passion here I It is an invitation which all understand, 
and yet, we do not derive half their comfort unless 
we take the words in their connection with the verses 
before. They blend the humanity and deity of Christ 
in significant importance. 

From the manner in which this invitation is intro- 
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duced, it appears to have been one of the many 
especial heavenly communications between the Father 
and the Son. '^ At that time Jesns answered and said, 
I thank Thee, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, 
tl^at Thou hast hid these things from the wise and 
prudent, and hast revealed them imto babes." From 
this address to the Father, Christ turns to His disciples 
and says — " All things are delivered unto me of my 
Father," therefore — " Come unto me all ye that labour 
and are heavy laden and I will refresh you." " Take 
Bay yoke upon you and learn of me, and ye shall find 
rest unto your souls." 

Oh I here is the Majesty of the Possessor of all 
things blended with the earnest sympathy of the Son 
of Man, and both exercised alike, and in one voice, 
in inviting man to " come " that he might find rest 
unto his soul. 

We could follow this out in all the dispensations, 
and through allithe shades of human sympathy, if the 
time allowed it. 

^' In all their affliction He was afflicted, and the 
angel of His presence saved them ; in His love and 
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in His pity He redeemed them, and He bare them 
and carried them all the days of old.'* We may apply 
this passage to ourselves, as He sits still in the exer- 
cise of sympathy for us enthroned in heaven. In fact, 
so perfect is the sympathy of Christ with man, so 
clearly have the Saviour's tenderness and power been 
set before us, that there is no case not included ; no 
fear that cannot be removed even now. 

Though crowned in glory He is still the faithful 
and merciful High Priest, able to intercede to the 
uttermost for all who come unto God by Him. He 
is not divested of His humanity except so far as the 
heavenly differs from the earthly: for, there is a 
" natural body and there is a spiritual body." He has 
not changed His name. The name that is above every 
name is still the name of Jesus : the token and the 
title of our eternal inheritance in Him. He has not 
lost His sympathy, though in heaven no tear can fall. 
Rather it is in His exalted position that the Apostle 
speaks — for, "In that He Himself suffered being 
tempted, he is able to succour them that are tempted." 

The remembrance of His sufferings on earth — the 
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stragglers He passed through in His conflict with 
Satan — the trying hours of Gethsemane ; these are 
all remembrancers to him, even noW) — ^remembrancers 
that make Him ready to assist them that are 
tempted. 

We shall strengthen this statement by referring to 
the exalted Saviour as described in the book of 
Kevelations; a point of deepest interest to us all. 
For as it was essential to see his glory full of grace 
and trath on earth, it is equally essential to our 
heart's consolation to see His suffering manhood re- 
cognized in heaven — ^to see " Jesus Christ the same 
yesterday, to-day, and for ever." 

As we open, then, the mysterious pages of St. John's 
Revelation, we are introduced to the great High 
Priest of our profession, robed in the ministerial garb 
of His priesthood in heaven : and scarcely have we 
read the majestic character of that vesture, than we 
hear from His lips the redeeming covenant — " I am 
He that liveth and was dead, and behold I am alive 
for evermore." Again, when the seven-sealed book 
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which no man on earth or in heaven could open, is 
presented, we read that the Lion of the tribe of 
Judah, who prevailed to open the book of futmity, 
was " the Lamb as it had been slain^ " And they 
sung a new song, saying, Thou art worthy to take 
the book, for Thou wast slain and hast redeemed us 
with Thy hloodJ' All these continuous allusions to 
Christ as the Lamb that taketh away the sins of the 
world, made in the courts of heaven, teach us an 
important truth, that all our hope hinges on the great 
work of the Crucifixion, and that crucifixion of one 
who, though He had become a Lamb, a sacrifice and 
propitiation for the sins of the whole world, was Lord 
of lords and King of kings; surely we have cause 
to sing, as we behold Him, who had purged our sins, 
exalted on the right hand of the Majesty on high : — 



"Worthy the Lamb that died, 
To be exalted thus^ 

Worthy the Lamb, 

For He was slain for us." 



I shall now build a few exhortations on these truths. 
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I. "We have such an High Priest who, though 
seated at the right hand of God, can he touched with 
the feelings of our infirmities : who has only changed 
His vicarial oflSce into the ministerial, and that minis- 
terial dependent wholly on the vicarial sacrifice ; and, 
whose occupation in the kingdom of heaven is declared 
by the Apostle to be, " ever living to intercede to the 
uttermost for all who come unto God hy Him^ 

Oh I with what force come now these words of the 
Scriptures, " Wherefore, holy brethren," yo who are 
the privileged " partakers of the holy calling, consider 
this High Priest of our profession, Christ Jesus,'* — ^if 
our hearts have been enlisted in the truth ! 

How then can we consider Him? but as the Giver 
of repentance — as the Savipur of our souls — as 
the Witness of our lives — as the source of all our 
strength — as the Healer of all our wounds — the 
Renewer of every heart — ^as the Judge of the 
world — as the Lamb of God that taketh away the 
sins of the world — as the Friend and Intercessor 
for sinners — as the Fountain whence come all our 
refreshings — as the Shepherd whose staff supports 
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TIB through the valley of the shadow of death — as 
the Possessor of that Spirit which is given us, and by 
which we shall be raised from the dead. As all this, 
and all, too, with every tender feeling of sympathy 
as much now above as when below, Jesus, who called 
to the sinner on earth, "come,*' sits now there to 
bring us. He who told us to ask in His name, waits 
to hear that prayer ; and, passing it through the glory 
of His righteousness, sanctified with the incense of 
His own sacrifice, waits ready to present it to the 
Father. Yes, yes I when He had by Himself purged 
our sins, Jesus sat down at the right hand of the 
Majesty on high, a propitiation for the world; a 
tender, certain and effectual Advocate with the 
Father, if any man sin. 

Oh I what a source of consolation and comfort un- 
speakable is this to the soul aware of its sins, conscious 
of its weakness and manifold infirmities, to feel on 
mature reflection and on evidences that cannot be 
mistaken, that the history of the Saviour's love is 
the history of a wondrous work accomplished for him; 
a work in which the deep wisdom of God has been 
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employed for Am, and that in all his sense of sin, all 
his convictions of imworthiness ; for every act of 
ingratitude, there is none in earth and none in heaven 
BO willing, so able, so anxious to feel for and to 
sympathize with him as the Lord Jesus Christ, at this 
present moment, is. What could the Apostle's mind 
have conceived but this, when he said, "Having, 
therefore, an High Priest who can be touched with 
the feelings of our infirmities, let us come boldly to 
the throne of grace, that we may find mercy and obtain 
grace in every time of need?'* 

II. My second exhortation is this : — ^Having such a 
Saviour, let us admit no mediator and no intercessor, 
between God and our soul, but Jesus Christ. 

The want of knowing Jesus in His real character 
has driven many to other sources and other helps ; 
whereas, when we know Him, we find that there is 
none veiled in our mortal flesh that can posseds the 
sympathy with us that Christ has. Angels are minis- 
tering spirits sent forth to minister to us, but not of 
flesh and blood. We receive their unfelt and unseen 
ministrations, 'messages from heaven,' but we cannot 
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send back the message or the prayer by them. De- 
parted Saints cannot know our peculiar wants, for, if 
they did, Paradise would be to them but a weeping 
place, as they mourned the daily frailty and the failings 
of our lives. Were it possible for the departed saint 
to hear prayer to them, surely they would answer, 
" see thou do it not." And, were it possible (as the 
Roman Church teaches) for the ever blessed Virgin to 
hear prayers, were it possible for her to present them 
to the crowned Jesus — the Scriptures give us but one 
answer to rebuke the intrusion — " Woman, what have 
I to do with thee f " " Thou savourest not the things 
that be of God, but man." Thank God it cannot be so I 
Thank God that Christ's perfect himianity has placed 
us in immediate contact with Himself, and none can 
stand between us and Christ, except to destroy the 
contact, and rob us of the electric influence of his 
name. 

My Christian Brethren ! there is no doctrine more 
fallacious than that Mary can more easily sympathize 
with man than Jesus Himself. On what pretence, 
we ask, is the doctrine built, but on the humanity of 
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Mary? What, then, is there of humanity in Mary 
that was not in her Son f but what is there in Mary 
of Deity, the peculiar glory of her Son; who was 
" God manifest in the flesh"; who is now "received 
up into glory " ; and " not ashamed to call us brethren." 

Oh ! if it had been designed that Mary should be 
thus lifted up, surely on that last momentous occasion, 
when the Redeemer made provision for her protection. 
He would have divulged it. But, as if to anticipate 
and destroy the forthcoming heresy, we are taught, 
as He leans upon the cross, as He had taught before 
at the marriage in Cana, that the Saviour would 
allow none, above or below, a share in the work of 
man's Redemption. 

Mary will be accounted for ever as the honoured 
mother of our Lord; but as to her condition now^ 
who is to tell what that condition is, beyond that of 
all departed Saints. For all we know, she may be 
among the spirits of just men made perfect ; she may 
not even yet have on her Resurrection body. The 
beloved disciple with the adopted mother may be in 
Paradise waiting alike the Resurrection call. But, 
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Jesus 18 ascended into the heavens. He has led cap- 
tivity captive and received gifts for men ; yea, even 
for the rebellious also, that the Lord God might dwell 
among them. He is entered into heaven, now to 
appear in the presence of God for us. 

III. One more exhortation of importance suggests 
itself: — that, having such an High Priest in whom 
the Deity and manhood are thus united, we are bound 
to recognize Him as such. 

We need such a Saviour. None else could deliver 
us but such a one. Oh ! be assured that only from 
such a Saviour can the sinner derive one spark of 
consolation, or feel the fire of God's love. It is as 
Emmanuel that the atonement is achieved. The 
offering of the blood of Christ, through the Eternal 
Spirit, is that which taketh away sins. Nothing 
else, and nothing less. 

We may follow out the teaching of the Socinian ; 
we may adorn the human nature of Christ with all 
the .graces that make character beautiful or life ex- 
emplary. We may esteem Him as a willing martyr 
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to the cause of human virtue ; but if we cannot blend 
the Deity with His birth — the Deity with His life — 
the Deity with His death — the Deity with His Re- 
surrection, Ascension, and exaltation to the High 
Priesthood in heaven ; if we cannot receive that death 
as an atonement making reconciliation for the sins of 
the people, — we have only made, as far as we are 
concerned, the well-formed statue of a man, cold and 
senseless as the marble slab ; motionless and lifeless 
as the rock from which it is hewn ; whose close em- 
brace chills our frame; or, whose very symmetry 
drives us to despair. 

May, then, the result of our meditations be to be- 
lieve in Him as Jesus, and yet as God over all, blessed 
for evermore ; as Jesus in whom dwelleth all the fulness 
of the Godhead bodily. May we cUng with pertinacious 
jealousy to every evidence of the perfection of His 
hmnanity, and with equal firmness to the innumerable 
evidences of His Deity I And, while in this blended per- 
son we behold the Lamb of God taking away the sins of 
the world, may we cling also to the infinite perfection of 
His sympathy for us now, as the Friend of sinners, ever 
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living and ever watchful to intercede for us to the utter- 
moat I We are not come to an earthly mountain, 
, burning with fire and horrible with darkness, to hear 
in the tempest the sound of a trumpet, or the terrific 
voice of the Ahnighty Infinite— but we are come to 
Jesus the Mediator of the New Testament, and to the 
blood of sprinkling that speaketh better things than 
that of Abel. 

'^ Where shall I find in all this fleeting earth, 
This world of changes and farewells, a friend 
Who will not fail me, in his love and worth, 
Tender and firm, and faithful to the end ? 

" Far hath my spirit sought a place of rest. 
Long on vain idols its devotion shed — 
Some have forsaken whom I loved the best, 
And some deceived, and some are with the dead. 

" But Thou, my Saviour — Thou my hope and trust. 
Faithful art Thou when other friends depart ; 
Teach me to lift these yeamiiigs from the dust. 
And fix on Thee— th* Unchanging One— my heart." 
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